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— IT STARTS WITH YOU —

WHEREAS children are among the most vulnerable victims within our communities, requiring
specialized and consistent investigative approaches, and

WHEREAS child forensic interviews often serve as the primary or sole form of evidence in cases of
child abuse, exploitation, and other crimes against children, making the integrity and quality of these
interviews critical to justice outcomes, and

WHEREAS a standardized, evidence-based approach to child forensic interviews, including ongoing
training, supervision, and peer review, ensures investigative consistency and enhances the ability of
police services to effectively respond to crimes against children, and

WHEREAS the implementation of a peer-to-peer review model, such as the Train-the-Trainer model
of supervision and peer review, has been demonstrated to improve the quality and reliability of
investigative interviewing practices within police services, and

WHEREAS a best practice framework would provide police services across Ontario with the necessary
structure to support continuous improvement in investigative techniques, reduce variability in
approach, and promote trauma-informed responses when engaging with child victims, and

WHEREAS the Ontario Association of Chiefs of Police recognizes the critical importance of consistent
and high-quality investigative approaches for child victims and acknowledges the need for a
standardized framework for child forensic interviews.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Ontario Association of Chiefs of Police (OACP) supports and
endorses the development and implementation of a best practice framework for investigating crimes
against child victims, which includes a peer-to-peer review process to enhance accountability, skill
retention, and adherence to evidence-based investigative practices.

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that the OACP calls on the Government of Ontario to collaborate with the
OACP in the development of the best practice framework with a view to endorsing it as a resource for
Ontario police services.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the OACP calls on the Government of Ontario to provide dedicated
funding to support the implementation of this framework, including mandatory, specialized training for
child investigators and the establishment of sustainable peer-review models, to ensure consistent,
trauma-informed investigative practices across all police services in the province without
compromising local resourcing.



