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LEAF ™
160 km between charges
Advanced Airbag System
Anti-Lock Braking System

Hugs the planet. Hugs the road. Hugs you.

The Nissan LEAF is built not only to surpass the government’s rigorous
safety standards, but has also received a NHTSA 5-star safety rating.
So it protects more than the environment.

100% electric, zero emission, zero-gas Nissan LEAF.

See more details at nissan.ca/LEAF
The Nissan names, logos, product names, feature names, and slogans are trademarks owned by or licensed to Nissan Motor Co. Ltd. and/or its North American subsidiaries.
Always wear your seat belt, and please don’t drink and drive. ©2012 Nissan Canada Inc.

message from

the Ontario Association
of Chiefs of Police

Safety on Ontario’s roadways is a priority for Ontario’s police leaders.
The devastation caused by careless motorists is significant, concerning,
and affects all of us. Traffic collisions happen for many different, and
preventable, reasons. Distracted driving, excessive speeds, driver error,
fatigue, and driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, all contribute to
tragedies on our roadways.
One of the most disturbing and dangerous trends on Ontario roadways
today involves stunt driving. Chasing other motor vehicles, driving at
speeds in excess of 50km over the maximum speed limit, and repeatedly
changing lanes in close proximity to other vehicles while racing are all
examples of stunt driving. One particularly troublesome trend is “car
surfing” – an activity in which passengers of moving vehicles perform
various stunts including: hanging out of the car or surfing on the hood,
trunk, or roof of the vehicle while it is in motion, which can result in serious
injury or death.
Ontario’s police leaders have been working with the provincial
government to develop laws that effectively discipline individuals who
put themselves and others at risk by engaging in these activities, but law
enforcement is only part of the solution. Our 2012 Drive Safe campaign,
and the contents of this booklet, provides information to Ontarians on
the reality of stunt driving activities with the goal of preventing future
incidents from occurring. By educating ourselves and each other about the
seriousness of stunt driving, we can all work together to save lives.

Chief Matt Torigian
Chief of Police, Waterloo Regional Police Service
President – Ontario Association of Chiefs of Police
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Car surfing is a DEATH-DEFYING “extreme sport”
that has claimed the lives of thrill-seeking teens and
young adults.

Car
surfing
is described as a thrill-seeking
activity in which passengers
of moving vehicles perform
various stunts, including
hanging out of the car or
‘surfing’ on the hood, trunk,
or on the roof of the vehicle
while it is in motion.

...CAR

SURFING
IS A POTENTIALLY DEADLY
ACTIVITY.

Car surfing is one of a range of risky behaviours that young
motorists participate in that are increasingly being video-recorded and
posted on video-sharing websites like YouTube and Facebook. However,
these videos usually do not show the associated risk for serious injury or
even death. Car surfers grossly underestimate the risk involved for serious
or fatal injuries even at slow speeds. Furthermore, they might not consider
that car surfing can lead to serious legal charges against the car surfer or
vehicle driver.

How fast does a vehicle have to be
travelling for someone to be injured
or killed while car surfing?

CAR SURFING IS DANGEROUS AT NEARLY ANY SPEED.
Serious injuries and deaths have been reported in cases where vehicles
were travelling as slow as 10kph to as fast as 120kph. The most dangerous
thing that can happen while car surfing is falling off of the vehicle which
can lead to a fatal head injury even at slow speeds. One of the key risks is
sudden unanticipated manoeuvres, such as swerving or braking, that
can force a car surfer off of the vehicle.

What can be done to help prevent
teens from car surfing?

Parents and other influential adults should be aware of car surfing and
its potentially deadly consequences. Adults should talk to teens about the
real risk of injury and death that car surfing poses.

The only safe way to travel
in a motor vehicle is seated while
wearing a seat-belt.
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People who fall off during the ride may suffer
brain contusions, fractured skulls, neck injuries,
broken bones, loss of consciousness, internal
bleeding, paralysis, and even death.

Stunt
Driving
RECKLESS,
DANGEROUS & ILLEGAL!

In the Province of Ontario there are now very strict penalties for

STUNT DRIVING which is defined under the law as doing
any of the following:

› Lifting any tire from the surface of the road (wheelies or stoppies)
› Intentionally causing any tire to lose traction while turning
(skids or drifting)
› Having the intention of causing a vehicle to spin (doing “donuts”)
› Driving a vehicle in oncoming lanes next to another vehicle longer
than is reasonably required to pass
› Driving with someone in the trunk
› Driving while not sitting in the driver’s seat (“ghost driving”)
› Driving 50 kilometres per hour or more over the speed limit
› Driving in a way that prevents others from passing
› Slowing down with the intention of slowing or interfering
with another vehicle
› Driving with the intention of driving as close as possible to a
vehicle, pedestrian or fixed object
› Jumping a left turn at a green light before allowing
straight-through traffic to proceed

If a police officer determines that
you were stunt driving, you can:
›
›
›
›

Face a fine between $2,000 up and $10,000
Have your vehicle seized for 7 days
Lose your licence for 7 days
Lose 7 demerit points

This is not determined in a court, it is determined at the roadside, and
there is no appeals process. And the police don’t care if your vehicle is
rented, if it’s your only transportation, if it’s the middle of the night, or if
you’ve borrowed it.
Finally, you can expect a dramatic increase in your insurance costs
for 3 to 5 years.
For a the complete legal definition of stunt driving see
www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/regs/english/elaws_regs_070455_e.htm

Racing...?
On Ontario roads the terms RACE and CONTEST include
any activity where one or more persons engage in any of the following
while driving:

1.
2.
3.

Driving two or more vehicles at a rate of speed that is a marked
departure from the lawful rate of speed – meaning excessive or
unsafe speeds – and in a manner that indicates the drivers are
engaged in a competition.
Chasing another vehicle.
Driving without due care and attention, without reasonable consideration for others using the roadway, or in a manner that may
endanger any person by:
› Driving at a unsafe rate of speed.
› Outdistancing or attempting to outdistance one or more
other vehicles while driving at an unsafe rate of speed.
› Repeatedly changing lanes in close proximity to other
vehicles so as to advance through the ordinary flow of
traffic while driving at an unsafe rate of speed.

You Lose!

› The maximum fine is $10,000 upon conviction for street racing –
the highest penalty in Canada. The minimum fine is $2,000.
› Police can issue an immediate 7-day licence suspension and 7-day
vehicle impoundment for street racing, participating in a driving
contest or stunt driving.
› Courts can impose a driver licence suspension of up to 10 years for
a second conviction. For a first conviction, the maximum licence
suspension period is 2 years.

Experienced car thieves know
they can proﬁt from stealing
your car and your identity
Identity theft is a growing target in auto theft.
There is a way to ﬁght back: globali.com® the next generation of
vehicle registration and recovery has added identity protection and
restoration services. Vehicle owners, car dealers and law enforcement
are now united through a powerful and user-friendly website.
Register your vehicle now and learn more about
identity theft protection at globali.com

www.globali.com

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS:

Protecting Ontario Car Buyers
Buying a car is a big ﬁnancial commitment
and no one wants to get ripped off.
This is why it’s vital car buyers understand
that their rights and protections depend
entirely upon whom they buy from.
Some consumers
believe they’ll get a
better deal if they buy
privately. In some
instances that may be
possible, but if you do
Ontario-registered
dealers can be identiﬁed buy privately, there is
by this decal
no consumer law that
covers the transaction. If something
goes wrong, you’re on your own.
Approximately 25 per cent of all private
classiﬁed ads are posted by curbsiders –
illegal sellers who are in the business of
selling cars, but usually pose as private
sellers. Often, the vehicles they sell are
misrepresented; many are rebuilt
write-offs. Curbsiders usually want
to meet in a public place and
commonly, the vehicles they sell are
in someone else’s name. If there’s a
problem with your purchase, it’s
unlikely you’ll ﬁnd them again.
However, when consumers buy from
an Ontario-registered dealer, they
are protected by the Ontario Motor
Vehicle Industry Council (OMVIC).
OMVIC administers and enforces the
Motor Vehicle Dealers Act (MVDA).
The MVDA provides Ontarians with
some of the strongest consumer
protection laws in the world. Under
the MVDA, consumers are entitled
to full vehicle history disclosure and
all-in price advertising. If a dealer ad
includes the price of a vehicle, that
price must include all charges.
HST (and licensing) don’t have to be
included if the ad clearly states they
are not included.

Other protections under the MVDA include,
in some circumstances, contract
cancellation rights and access to the
Motor Vehicle Dealers Compensation Fund.
The Fund may reimburse consumers up to
$45,000 if they suffer a loss as a result of a
transaction with a registered dealer.
“The tired old stereotypes of car dealers
are changing,” says Carl Compton,
Executive Director of OMVIC. “Today’s
dealers and salespeople must pass a
course in automotive law and ethics before
being granted their OMVIC registration.
This helps ensure the motor vehicle sales
industry continues to grow and, most
importantly, that Ontario consumers
receive the best service and protection
possible.” Car buyers can visit OMVIC’s
consumer website BuyWithConﬁdence.ca
for more information.

If you drive when you are unable
to give all of your attention to your
driving, you’re putting yourself, your
passengers, and others at risk. You can
make a difference.

Tips for Driving
UNDISTRACTED

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Keep the phone out of arms reach. Put it in your glove compartment
or leave it in your purse, which you can put in your backseat.
Turn off your phone when you’re driving. If you don’t hear it ring,
you can’t pick it up.
you
Download anti-texting software onto your phone.

Don’t text or call others when you know they are driving. Parents
often call their teenagers to make sure they are safe on the road or have
ssafely
afely reached their destination. But calling or texting them while they
are driving may cause them to be distracted.
Have a designated “texter” while driving. If you have a friend or
passenger in the car with you, have them answer the phone or respond
to a text message.
Remember that distracted driving is just as bad as impaired
driving. Several studies have shown that texting while driving impairs
your
your driving ability in the same way that alcohol does.

Imagine the pedestrians and passengers in the other cars are
people you know and love. Would you want a distracted driver on the
road if your loved ones were there? Also, driving distracted with passenpassen
gers in your car puts their lives at risk as well as yours. It also sets an
example that you don’t want others to mimic.
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Harley-Davidson® is a proud supporter of Drive Safe.
With the purchase of any new Harley-Davidson® model from an authorized Canadian Harley-Davidson® Retailer, you will receive a
free, full one-year membership in H.O.G.® Always ride with a helmet. Ride defensively. Distributed exclusively in Canada by Deeley
Harley-Davidson® Canada, Richmond and Concord. Deeley Harley-Davidson® Canada is a proud sponsor of Muscular Dystrophy
Canada. The Bar & Shield logo, Harley, Harley-Davidson and Softail are among the trademarks of H-D Michigan, LLC. ©2012 H-D.
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Vehicle shown may vary visually by market and may differ from vehicles manufactured and delivered. See your Retailer for details.

DRIVERS, wake up,
stay alert!
Constant yawning, a nod of the head, heavy eyelids, blurred and
wandering vision while driving are some of the warning signs that you
may be on the verge of falling asleep at the wheel.
When you are sleepy, your brain starts to shut down. Driving when you
are sleepy is dangerous. It reduces your ability to drive effectively and
to think quickly. Your reaction time is slower, awareness is decreased,
and judgement is impaired. Often the actions of fatigued drivers are
confused with drivers who have been drinking. The consequences can be
just as fatal.
The following tips can help you avoid falling asleep at the wheel:
• Get adequate and quality sleep before a trip.
• Avoid alcoholic beverages and heavy foods.
• Beware of medications that can impair your driving ability.
• Limit long-distance driving.
• Stop at a safe place and take a nap.
• Drive with a companion and share the driving.
• Keep the temperature cool in your vehicle.
• Avoid caffeine-type drinks like coffee or cola. They provide		
		 a short-term boost, however, if you are seriously sleep		
		 deprived, no amount of caffeine will help. It’s best to stay		
		 off the road.
• If possible, avoid driving during the peak drowsy times –		
		 from 2 pm to 5 pm, and from 10 pm to 6 am.

Recognize the signs, know the dangers, and reduce
your risks – don’t drive when drowsy.

Road Safety.
It starts with you.

WHY DRIVE WHEN YOU CAN TAKE THE TRAIN?

viarail.ca

Join us on Facebook at
facebook.com/viarailcanada

Follow us on Twitter at
twitter.com/via_rail

TM

Marc Laliberté
President and CEO

Trademark owned by VIA Rail Canada Inc.

At VIA Rail, we give our customers a unique travel experience. People choose the train
because no other mode of transportation provides a more comfortable, secure and
relaxing way to travel. We are committed to improving our services, and we believe
each passenger should be treated to memorable moments on board our trains. VIA is
the only carrier to offer the space that makes the trip as enjoyable as the destination.

Driving Smart.

Thank you for making our roads safer.
Responsible driving is just plain smart.
A message from Smart Serve Ontario.
Provider of Responsible Alcohol Service
Education and Training for over 15 years.
www.smartserve.ca

A convicted offender faces the
following costs:
ITEM

COST

Legal Costs (estimated range)

$2,000 – $10,000

Criminal Code fine

$1,000

Back on Track program

$578

Licence reinstatement fee

$150

Increased insurance

$15,000

(est. $5,000 extra per year for 3 years)

Ignition Interlock

$1,500

Total Estimated Cost*

up to $28,028

(plus applicable taxes on some items)

* actual costs may vary
Information provided by MTO
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Every year some 200 lives are lost and more
than 5,000 people injured in collisions involving
a drinking driver.

Approximately one person a day is killed in
collisions involving speed and loss of control.

driving

too

fast

can really slow you down
Kilometres over
posted speed limit

Speed
Fine

Demerit
Points

20 km/h

$100

3

30 km/h

$220

4

40 km/h

$295

4

50 km/h

$2,000 to $10,000
+ 7-day licence suspension
+ 7-day vehicle impoundment

6

If you are charged for speeding at 50 km/h over
the speed limit, police will suspend your licence
and impound your vehicle at the roadside.

Slow down. Save lives.

Be it a friend, transit or taxi,
getting home safely is app easy.

If YOU are involved in a collision,
COLLISION REPORTING CENTRES
are here to help!
$1,000 or more combined vehicle damage must be reported to Police.
Report the collision to the Police at the Collision Reporting Centre when there are:
• No injuries
• No Criminal Activity
• No Dangerous Goods
Exchange information at the scene, then conveniently report in the safety of your local
Collision Reporting Centre as soon as possible. Our professional and courteous staff will
guide you through the process with Police, and if you wish to report to your Insurer, they
will assist you for convenient “One Stop Service”!
Our “Damage Reported to Police” Sticker program and photographs of all vehicles
brought to our Collision Reporting Centres help to prevent insurance fraud.

Accident Support Services has 23 offices across Ontario to serve you!
For more information please visit
our website at www.accsupport.com
or call 1-877-895-9111
PROUD TO SUPPORT THE 2012 DRIVE SAFE CAMPAIGN

Get out of
the way!
It’s the law for any driver who sees and hears an
emergency vehicle approaching to get out of the way.
Here’s what you MUST do:
1. Do not slam on the brakes or pull over suddenly. Check your rear-view
mirror, look in front and on both sides of your vehicle. React quickly, but
calmly before pulling over and use your signals.
2. On a two-way road, traffic travelling both directions must pull over and
stop as close as possible to the right-hand side of the road and clear of
any intersection.
3. On a one-way road with more than two lanes, stop as close as possible to
the nearest edge of the road and clear of any intersection.
4. Wait until the emergency vehicle has passed. Stay alert and look for more
than one emergency vehicle approaching. Check to make sure the way is
clear and signal before merging back into traffic.
5. On multi-lane freeways, many times an emergency vehicle will use the
shoulder of the road if all the lanes are blocked. Don’t block the shoulder.
6. Never follow or try to outrun an emergency vehicle.
Information provided by MTO

EXPERIENCE THAT DELIVERS
CANPAR IS PROUD TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH 2012 DRIVE SAFE PROGRAM

w w w.canpar.com
1-800-387-9335 A TRANSFORCE COMPANY

“I KNOW MY FAMILY IS SAFE
BECAUSE MY HOUSE
TOLD ME THEY WERE SAFE.”

INTRODUCING AN ENTIRELY NEW WAY
TO PROTECT YOUR HOME AND FAMILY.

SMART HOME MONITORING
FROM ROGERS.
• With remote access you can control your system
and receive instant alerts on your smartphone or
computer, so you know what’s happening at home
from anywhere.
• The only system that runs simultaneously on both
cable and wireless networks. If one is ever cut or
damaged, the other keeps working.
• Your home is monitored 24/7 by certified security
experts with 20+ years of industry experience.

ALWAYS CONNECTED.
ALWAYS CLOSE.
TM

CALL 1 877 497-6590 or CLICK rogers.com/smart
©2012

ANOTHER FIRST. ONLY FROM

TIPS FOR

PROTECTING
YOUR HOME
YEAR-ROUND

There is no better peace of mind than knowing that your home
and loved ones are protected. Whether you’re at work, in the car or
off on a family holiday, there are many ways to maintain peace of mind
and keep your home safe.
HERE ARE FOUR USEFUL TIPS COMBINING TECHNOLOGY WITH
TRIED-AND-TRUE SAFEGUARDS:
Keep in touch (conveniently)
Asking a trusted neighbour or friend to keep an eye on your home while you’re away is a
great idea. Smartphones, tablets and laptops provide access to social media almost anywhere
at any time. This is a great way to keep in touch with your house sitter, allowing you to get
instant updates and also giving you the option to check in at your convenience.
Monitor your home from anywhere
Your smart phone, tablet or laptop can give you access to home security, monitoring and
automation services such as Rogers Smart Home Monitoring. These new systems allow you to
stay connected to your home from any smartphone or internet connection. For example, you
can adjust the thermostat or turn the lights on from your smartphone. You can also receive
real-time alerts about activity in your home, including notifications on water leaks, presence
of smoke and entry into your home. Systems with remote video allow you to look in on your
home anytime you want and get video alerts to your smartphone.
Make sure you’re not an easy target
Make sure that your home looks lived in. For example, if you are away in the winter months,
arrange to have your driveway and sidewalks shovelled. You may also want to consider having
a neighbour park a vehicle in your driveway.
Evaluate options for home security systems
Traditional security systems will alert the security system provider of a break-in using conventional
telephone lines – if the phone line gets cut the system may not work and you may not be able
to make or receive phone calls during an alarm. Now there are more options available to
Ontarians when it comes to home security, including systems such as Smart Home Monitoring
from Rogers that is powered by both a cable and wireless connection and does not require a
phone line. This means that if the cable line is cut, the system will stay up and running on the
wireless network. In addition, if you have a home phone line, it will still be usable during an alarm.

On behalf of the Ontario Association of Chiefs of Police, I would like to
thank the following sponsors and partners for their support of the 2012
Drive Safe Campaign. If you would like more information on this or any
other campaigns, please email oacpadmin@oacp.ca.
					
					

Ron Bain
Executive Director, OACP

www.oacp.ca

